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The most asked question by my students is: “Why do we have to learn all this stuff?”

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Good question! I imagine that I probably asked the same thing, and so have all of you at some time ~ 1¢acher Feature 1

in your school days. In fact, I also asked it while I was getting my degree, although it was more
along the lines of, “Do people really USE this stuff??”’And as my kids got out of college and went Monthly Calendar 2

to work, the answer was, “Yes, they do!”

Whether we realize it or not, we use math every day, and a lot of that is algebra. We useit op-A-Thon 3

when we go to the store and look for the best buys; we use it when we figure sales prices at so

many percent off; we use it if we travel to a state that charges sales tax to make sure we have the Student Council News

cash to cover the purchases. It comes in handy if we figure out our own taxes, and we better hope Valentine’s Word Search

that if we use a tax service they know how to be accurate! We use it when we bake those multiple
. . Grizzly Shout Out
batches of Christmas cookies, plan for parties, do stats for baseball and balance our checkbooks. . . 5
Spirit Day Winners
Math is everywhere! That’s why we learn the processes required by your average math teacher.

Then there is the whole issue with the dreaded word problems! What do they teach us,
besides how to tear out our hair? We learn to think logically from them. We learn to analyze what
is presented to us and decide which facts are needed and which are extraneous to solving the prob- .."'
lem. We learn, if we are fortunate, to “see” our way through a problem, to visualize in our heads

what is going on, and to follow the picture to the means of solution. Math is VALUABLE!! ‘.“ o

In addition to all of this, math teaches us to memorize facts and then to apply them to a
problem. We learn to discipline our minds, to think in a logical progression, to pull together the
bits and pieces of what we’ve learned and see how those things work together to solve problems, to
build things, to decorate and paint, to write music, to proportion our paintings, to build computers
and MRI machines, to create hardware and software, and to bring planes down safely. It’s all math-
related or math-based. Math describes the processes of the whole universe! Pick up any science-
related book and the chances are excellent that somewhere on it, you’re going to find equations to

explain what’s going on.

continued on page 3 W
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Complete ngCOmp,eteg, 10 and 17 we will be eating Dominoes. February 24
Click Here to up zlie Wright & Karin Tsiatsos.
o’s Day parties on February 4. Be sure to check

out your teacher letter for ways to be involved!
» ANNUAL PARENT MEETING is on February 8th at 6:30 p.m. Please come and lis-

| ten to the board speak about the state of our school.

Don’t forget! Its Leap Year!

Febredry 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

I 2 3 4

Turn in final Chapel

pledze  Hoop=A=THon

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

PTF Meeting | Annual Parent Chapel

7:50am Meeting HOT W“CH

Student Store 6:30pm Student Store

GRA Shirt Day!
12 13 14 @ . 15 16 17 18
A | Benevon Board Meeting Chapel
Valentine's Day " | oo HOT LUNCH
Pal'ties 12:30pm
Hot Cocoa Sale
19 20 m 21 22 23 24 Chgper |25
—
President’s Day HOT Lu"c“
NO SCHOOL Student Store Swim Party 3:30
Student Store TrimesterEnds
(pen Enrollment for 2012-2013 school year

26 27 28

= A
Labels Collected
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Is, why itiveness, and plain old brain work. We have to memorize some

do you love math so much?” (I love it so much that I am even things, just like we have to memorize Scripture. No, I don’t put
driven to do it on a recreational basis!) One big reason is that I math on any sort of level with the Bible, but I can see similarities
see the hand of God in it and it reveals a great deal about God’s  in what is required of us to be good at it. And like the Bible,
character. God is a God of order, not chaos. Math brings order to  while it may be difficult at first, if we are willing to stick with it
chaos. Everything I’ve ever read in science proves that God, and and grapple with it, the benefits are tremendous; the habits we
only God, could have created the universe around us because itis develop in ourselves extend far into the other disciplines of life.

set on very strict mathematical principles. God has set us very So when your students come home complaining that

specific rules, and if we live by them, according to Romans 8:28, they have to memorize a table of fraction/decimal equivalents, or

God uses everything to work to our benefit. Math uses rules, and your algebra student has glazed eyes trying to figure out what

if we work according to the rules, the problem always comes out inequalities are all about, pat them on the head, tell them it will

correctly, whether it’s good old arithmetic, Calculus, or abstract be okay, and encourage them to keep at it, ask questions, and get

algebra. And given some of the math I've been called upon to extra help if they need it. All my students have my home phone

learn, only God could have created the processes that the great number and I encourage them to call me if they need to at any

mathematicians throughout history have discovered. Nobody in ;1

his right mind could have invented some of that stuff. )
And that’s why I love teaching math at GRA. It’s a

Like studying the Scriptures, if we want it to make sense blessing from God to me and, T hope, from me to your kids.

and to be useful, math requires some discipline, effort, stick-to-

We are stoked about the Hoop-A-Thon! Every

year we have the best time as a school and com-
@@ , munity putting this fundraiser together. Thank

you to all the parents and community members

ﬁo who sponsored a student (or multiple students)
Q and donated to our school. Thank you Karin
é Tsiatsos for leading and organizing all the details

@ﬁ and encouraging the students to be their best.

Last year we raised over $11,000! This is not
only a fun event, but a huge financial blessing to

our school. lts not to late to get involved if you

@@ @ﬁﬁ@ﬂi@@! haven’t had the chance to do so!
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The GRA student council Student Store is open every other week on Tuesday and
Thursday during lunchtime. (Check the calendar on page 2 for exact days) Make sure
you stop by to see all the new and exciting items the store has in stock!

The GRA student council will be doing a special hot cocoa sale on Valentine’s Day.
Be sure to have $1.00 handy on February 14th for some delicious hot coco and a spe-

cial Valentine’s Day treat. Q e - e
@ ~Ro@ ~ 925
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ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS! THE FIRST 10 STUDENTS
WHO BRING A COMPLETED WORD SEARCH TO THE OFFICE
(AFTER SCHOOL OR LUNCH TIME ONLY) WILL RECEIVE A
PRIZE FROM MRS, BAUMI

SFACQIXBEKVJEZKOQDQ
EWGOJDXIADBEYTIT FIND THESE
IHEBXIULHETBVS Z WORDS:
KBFEYSETALOTCOHZC |canny
ODENTNLTJCUPTIDY [CHOCOLATE

COOKIES
OCOVTHTZCVFRAAE |curp

FEBRUARY
CEHIOREAUUJROLFH [[ERUA
L YNXALBATDTISYNH [HART
YERETYRRRWEERAZX |2
ZIHACIEJTTNSUZR [sUcAR
FMXDUAFMERDWSZPV |varnias
JXTBTRNBXXSLOODQQ

(HINT: SOMFE
RAGUSLBDIKWHTIWYVYV WORDS MAY BF
CLOQADJEYOTITIFTILR | HAAWARY
FDEKRZCNTEFSPYTIEKM
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